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“ett Meet A Few of Our Internatior

My name is Solomon Addai, and | am from Ghana (West
Africa). | chose Ball State because the actuarial science program
here is taughtby professional actuaries.

Working as a tutor, | have learnt how to work with people with
different academic strengths. Socially, | have also learnt how to
establish rapport with people.

The greatest part of me being an international student is the

*® chance | get to learn from other cultures and also share mine
i with others. The not so great part has to do with difficulty un-
derstanding different accents.

& My message for BSU students: together we make the world a
better place through diversity.

My program is Master of Art, Actuarial Science. | want to be a professional actuary, and work with an
insurance company in the US for some time before returning home.

My name is Nanxin Ding (Eva). I'm from China. I fin-
ished my undergraduate school in Ball State Univers
tyandnowl am doi ng my Mast e
BSU because | was a 121 student* which is a progra
between BSU and my university in China.

Working as a tutor is a worthwhile experience that nc
only let me learn how to tutor others but also meet
more people who have different cultural backgrounds

The great thing about being an international student:
it means a brand new life for me and everything is
new, which is very interesting and exciting. The not
great thing is LANGUAGE! With limited English, someti
very well. My message for other students about international students don'&theid of speaking out!
Share your thoughts and your feelings with us!

My major is Actuarial Science and | used to plan to find a job here, but now | decided to go back to
China with my boyfriend. The travel ban does not affect Chinese students.

*Note from Director: formerly known as the USChina 1+2+1 Joint Degree Program, CHEPD stands for

Cooperation on Higher Education and Professional Development. As part of this initiative, Ball State
has partnered with 63 participating Chinese universities to offer dual degrees in selected fields.

TUTOR TALK
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Ol'ivia Smith is not yogoodhingly pi c
This Muncie native, a Biology major with a Genetics concentra-
tion and Biotechnology minor, was diagnosed at the age of two
with Autism Spectrum Disorder. What followed was a rough
patch, but Olivia rose above it in extraordinary fashion.

ol have spent most of my 1|ife
rooms nestled away from the world to remediate delayed motor,
speech, and social skills. | have been bullied, isolated, and ig-
nored, but | never let it stop me. | excelled academically and
was able to defy my diagnosis. | graduated in the top 10 of my
high school class, competed for scholarships, and held leader-
ship roles in Best Buddies and FCA. Equally importantly, |
gained true friends who respected me for who | am and stood by
me . O

So whatodos it |ike to be a colll
having ASD is like recovering from a sick day from school. Try-

ing to catch up on delayed motor and speech caused me social issues that made it difficult for me
to communicate with others. I'm better than | was, but | occasionally have moments in which |

feel shy and it can be a bit difficult to have a casual conversation with someone | don't know well.
However, it has given me the ability to see things differently. | notice things that are easily over-

| ooked and my mind is always working and gr o

Olivia is a gifted tutor, and a big part of that is her aforementioned ability to see things different-

l y: she is very perceptive to her studentsd
freshing ways. Her clients (the students she tutors) have always given her outstanding evalua-
tions. She clearly | oves helping others: o0l

for me to see students enjoy the sessions, feel like they are better understanding the material, and
improving in the course. | do have days in which it can be difficult, especially if I'm tutoring in

one of my weaker subjects or a reluctant client, but | guess that's part of the job. | feel this expe-
rience has helped I mprove my social and | ead

And for any other college student out there who is on the spectrum, Olivia has an important mes-
sageO YOU are more powerful than

It IS your superpower, and don't let anyone make you believe

the opposite. o
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Meet Marine/Tutor/SI| Lead
|

y name is Greg Lane, and | i

spent 7 ¥z years in the Marine Corps. | deployed
ith 1/1 (1st Marines, 1st Marine Division, a unit in
alifornia stationed at Camp Horno) and spent four
ears with them in California. | transferred to Quan-
co, Virginia for my last 3 %2 years where | trained
ewly commissioned lieutenants.

am currently majoring in Nursing and PreMed and
plan to work at Community Hospital while | go
rough 1U North for Medical

ing to learn how others learn.

| wish other people knew that veteran students are just like them. We may
be a little older and probably have different stories to tell, but we are all here to learn something and
gain something more from our college experience.

Note from DirectorGreg, who was :
hired as a tutor, requested to hold ex:
tra study sessions for Physiology 215'&
students this semester. These sessigs
have proved to be very effective and
highly-attended. Greg often stays
beyond his regular tutoring shift to
assist students in a variety of science
courses, and they are very i
appreciative of his content knowledgqg
and his commitment to their success.

TUTOR TALK
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Meet Swimmer/SI| Leader/Nursing &

Muncie native Jessica Extine (Yorktown High School) has somehow
Imanaged something that few of us would be as organized or driven to
do: she is a student athlete, a nursing student, and works as a Supple-
'mental Instruction leader.

Jessica is a BSU swimmer, competing all four years of her college ca-
reer. One little highlight among many: she was a member of the 200
free relay that broke a 1%ear-old school record with a 1:33.49 at the
12014 MAC Championships!

0l began to s wi meacsodnpothofimy brotherby a't
| swam before me so it was kind of a family sport. | began to have a lot

of success throughout my career which led to several state appearances
in both middle school and high school, and ultimately, and Divisieh
scholarship to Ball State. o

Her message to other students about student at hl
reason. | tds not just the 20 hours we put I n ev:
ings, and the constant exhaustion from-2 hour daily workouts that we have to deal with while still

studying and going to class. Athletes also miss several classes throughout the semester for competition
whi ch i s -naoo6huigne nounrosi ng school and can put a | ot
clinicals to complete. b6

Her decision to pursue a nursing degree has bee]
heal th care and nursing. |tds something | dve wal
through medical science has always interested me and is a good way to keep the mind busy. | plan on
either working in Critical Care or ED in pediatrics upon graduation. Both areas provide unique environ-
ments that cal l for many different care plans, \

Jessica has been an outstanding Sl leader for Nursing 340 (Nursing Care Across the Adult Lifespan) for
the past two semesters. Being an Sl leader involves attending class with the students and holeing 2

study sessions per week outside of class. Sl leaders prepare materials such as practice tests and study
gui des for their student s. o0ltéds been good to ¢
self, but also to understand them at a practical level so that | can teach them to others. Having in

depth conversations about topics also helps everyone involved learn new ways to approach issues that
they may have not thought of before. o6

Thank you, Jessica, for your amazing work with SI, and we wish you all the best as you graduate and
pursue your nursing career!

TUTOR TALK
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oStand Up Fo

My name is Bailee Weaver,
My major is Psychological Science, and my minors are Int
personal Relations, Criminal Justice & Criminology, and
Spanish.

After | finish my undergraduate degree, | plan on either at-
tending graduate school for Forensic Psychology or enter
workforce in a federal law enforcement officer cargeth.

| am deeply passionate about raising awareness to the iss
of human trafficking. Many in the United States believe
that this is a problem that only occurs overseas in places |
India and Thailand, but human trafficking is the 2nd larges
criminal industry in America today.

| am currently the
Community Outreach
Coordinator for a
group on campus
called International
Justice Mission who
raises awareness to this issue and strives to raise funds for current ef-
forts as well.

| also have a heart for survivors of crimes, so | am a Peer Victim Advocate through the Office of Victim Ser-
vices and volunteer my time educating BSU students on topics such as bystander intervention and consent.
| also have the opportunity to provide emotional support to BSU survivors of sexual assault duringazdl
weekends.

| wish that college students knew that they, too, can make an impact and stand up for people whose voices
cannot be easily heardl suggest myfellow students attend events to show their support for these issues,
volunteer your time with one of these organizations, or even hold a conversation with someone about these
topics. You can make a difference just by acknowledging these problemd discussing it with people who
may be unfamiliar.

My experiences as a tutor have been really incredibféne of the biggest "ups" with being a tutor has been
when a student tells you after a session that you really helped make their day a little bit brightirfeels

good to know that your skills and rapport with that student helped them smile agaisometimes it can be
difficult being a tutor, and one of those downs for me has been when they are visibly upset about how they
have been doing in a course.have really enjoyed being with them in that experience, and by using empa-
thy and communication skills, | encourage them that they are not a lost cause, and that they have resources
available to help them succeedl'hrough tutoring, | have gained problensolving and communication skills
that | would not have received elsewhere, and | am very thankful for that.



